Notes of NP Housing Theme Group meeting Thurs. May 29  2015, Youth Centre

Present:  Sue (Chair), Stephen, Karen, Jeremy, Judy, Ruth, Lesley, Tamara, Dale, Sheila

Apologies: Andy Fyfe
There was no formal agenda but the meeting focussed on two main issues, the presentations by developers and the housing questions for the main questionnaire.

1.  Developers:  As we had only given people very short notice it has been decided to take the time allocated for the next Steering Group meeting on June 9 for those developers who had not been able to make the original dates.
Future presentations on June 9 will be from:
(a)  Devine Homes (Site between Bishops Lane and the allotments).  NB they had been given a 

“red” classification in the SHLAA.
(b)  Slides Farm.  This land is not in the development area, nor is it adjacent to it.  We have agreed that they should come and present although it is contrary to the Core Strategy in that it is not abutting the boundary, although not far off.
Sue queried whether it was valid to put sites like this, which is not officially eligible, into the questionnaire if its status depended on the development of an adjoining site.  It was decided that as we had put out a public advertisement and this had been in response, it would be wrong to deny them the opportunity although the point should be clearly made when the people came to make their presentation.
(c)  Heathfield Gardens (RB13).  The owner of the orange site (easternmost field) lives in Geneva,

the owner of the green site (western) lives at Mountfield.  Stephen has emailed the owners to give them the opportunity to contact each other, and all the owners will be there on June 9. 
Other potential developers who have indicated that they will not be able to be present will be sent a list of questions provided by Donna Moles.  
Previous presentations  on May 19 and 20 were made by Westridge (former Countrycrafts site) Croudace (Grove Farm) and the Mill, plus the Beedens and the Robertsbridge Club.    Details in notes already circulated.
There was lengthy discussion of the Mill proposals.  The owners are Kepwick Investments Ltd., consisting of Walter Meyer and others.  There was a clear impression that they had not given much consideration to parking.  They are after 100 + dwellings; the current planning position is 88, which included the old Mill building.  Such a large development will generate a great deal of traffic in and out of the site and it was questioned whether one access road would be adequate.  Maybe comparisons could be made with the amount of traffic coming out of Heathfield Gardens, which might also prove useful in relation to development at Grove Farm.
The Mill site owners recognise they have a long way to go, but it was felt that they are willing to consider what the community might want and need, while obviously wanting to get maximum value from the site.
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Donna is going to feed back her own commentary.  Sue has asked the owners if she can go onsite to meet the Environment Agency to do a feasibility study for hydroelectricity.  They seem quite keen.  There are DEFRA grants for feasibility studies, which the Steering Group can apply for. 
The only site fit to go forward for an official application at the moment is the Westridge one.  The planners have advised that if we think the Culverwells site is undeliverable then we should take it out of our plans, but we would then have to find another 17 towards the total.
2.  Questionnaire:
Stephen mentioned that there had been a two-bed property on the Rother housing bidding system and there had been 51 bids for it, all from people with a connection to Robertsbridge, which is a clear indication of what is needed and how popular Robertsbridge is.
Lesley has offered to go through the questions for each group to act as a filter before we send them all to Linda Jones, who will then come with final suggestions at her briefing meeting.  There was considerable discussion about how much information should be provided for people to be able to complete the questionnaire.  Sue will speak to Donna to ask what is feasible.  Dale will produce a question about the appearance and design of sites and email it to the group.
There were queries about the practicalities of phasing development (although the Mill site is likely to be done by a number of different developers in phases anyway), and where we would fit into the Rother five-year plan if we insisted on phasing.  Sue will ask Donna for advice.
The proposal of relating parking spaces to the number of bedrooms was felt to be too draconian and would possibly make things unviable for developers.  Other questions need adjusting – Sue will re-draft and will meet with Lesley separately.
General:
Public exhibition on July 4:  The venue has been changed to the Youth Centre.  Sheila will contact Andy to cancel the booking at the Community Hall.  Not decided whether and how to invite feedback about the displays.
In summary:
Dale will design questions and email them to the group.



Stephen and Sue will get in touch with Donna Moles about phasing and other 


questions, e.g. car parking.



Dale will find Tim Croft's contact details (owner of site adjacent to the Beedens' 


land).



Stephen will follow up with Donna about questions to send to Geneva.
Next meetings:  As the next Steering Group meeting has been allocated for developers, another meeting was suggested for Wednesday, June 17.  
June 9 – Phase III meetings for developers at 7.30 – a pre-meeting for questions from 7 – 7.30.
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